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TO EJU - 
EUROPEAN JUDO 
UNION 
„Eligibility Criteria 
for Athletes with 
Disabilities“ 

The following statement has been issued by IFoN.World:

If I may, I would like to direct your attention to the EJU 
Eligibility Criteria for Athletes with Disabilities (Version 
11.09.2025).

Cologne, 12 September 2025

The International Federation of Legal Representatives of 
Athletes with Intellectual and Cognitive Impairments 
(IFoN.World) has taken the time to consider the "Eligibility 
Criteria for Athletes with Disabilities" that have been 
presented by the European Judo Union (EJU). It is our 
understanding that the criteria are only partially compatible 
with the objectives of the IFoN and contain some 
shortcomings.

OPEN LETTER

https://uploads.eju.net/2025/09/EJU-Eligibility-Criteria-for-Athletes-with-Disabilities-Version-20250911.pdf
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⸻

1. It is perhaps worth considering the fact that there appears to have been a certain lack of 
focus on the Paralympics.

It is understood that the stated goal of IFoN is the Paralympic recognition of ID judo by 2028. 
However, it is important to note that the EJU criteria are currently limited to internal 
tournament admissions.

Demand: It would be beneficial for the EJU to emphasise the role of ID judoka in the 
Paralympic path and to acknowledge the ongoing efforts to integrate them into the IPC 
programme.

⸻

2. It has been suggested that there may be some invisibility with regard to judoka who are 
mentally or cognitively disabled.

It is important to acknowledge the challenges faced by athletes with Down syndrome and other 
groups under legal guardianship, particularly in terms of structural exclusion. It appears that the 
EJU criteria do not explicitly mention these groups.

Demand: It is essential to acknowledge and address the challenges faced by ID judoka, with a 
view to fostering a more inclusive and equitable environment.

⸻

3. It is my understanding that there may be some concerns around the UN Convention on the 
Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Article 30 (5) of the UN CRPD invites states and their organisations to consider the active 
promotion, empowerment and participation of persons with disabilities in sport as a matter for 
potential consideration. It is important to note that the EJU criteria are limited to "admission" 
without taking human rights and self-representation into account.

Demand: If it would be helpful, it could be considered to bind the UN CRPD as the legal 
framework for all eligibility processes.

⸻
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4. It is perhaps worth considering ways in which we might go about improving protection of 
sensitive data.

It is important to consider the particular needs of athletes with intellectual disabilities in relation to 
the protection of their personal and medical data. The IFoN has expressed concerns about the 
potential for misuse or unauthorised distribution of data in the context of international para-sport.

Demand: It is our understanding that GDPR-compliant procedures include the involvement of 
legal representatives in data processing.

⸻

5. It is perhaps worth considering the possibility that there may be a certain lack of transparency 
and governance.

It is perhaps worth noting that the criteria do not provide for independent control or complaint 
mechanisms. This could potentially result in decisions being made exclusively within official circles, 
without the involvement of the athletes or their representatives.

Demand: It may be a good idea to consider the establishment of an independent complaints and 
monitoring system, which could be staffed by representatives of the athletes and their families.

⸻

Summary

It is possible that, in their current form, the EJU eligibility criteria may not fully align with the 
inclusion mandate of the UN CRPD and the objectives of the IFoN.

There is a risk of a new chapter of marginalisation, rather than genuine participation.

The IFoN therefore respectfully requests:

1.    There is a certain tendency to orient oneself in the direction of the Paralympics.

2.    It would be very helpful if you could make it clear which judoka is which and include 
their ID.
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3.    It would be advisable to consider the implementation of the UN CRPD in a legally 
binding manner.

4.    We are committed to ensuring GDPR-compliant data protection and we are honoured 
to have the involvement of legal representatives in this process.

5.    We believe that transparency can be best achieved through independent monitoring.

⸻

Quote

"Inclusion is not an act of mercy, but a fundamental right. It is 
important to consider the implications of excluding people with 
intellectual disabilities from the Paralympic path, as this could be 
seen as a violation of the spirit of sport and applicable human rights.
– Klaus Gdowczok, President of IFoN.World
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